Effects of cyproterone acetate on the reproductive tract and pituitary-gonadal axis of the golden hamster.
The effects of cyproterone acetate (CA) on the reproductive tract and serum levels of gonadotropins and testosterone in male golden hamsters exposed to long days, were studied. The daily injection of CA at 100 mg kg-1 body weight during 8 weeks reduced sperm count, both in caput and cauda epididymidis. The weight of epididymis and seminal vesicles were also reduced, while testicular weight and histology were not affected. Serum levels of testosterone and LH were increased 3.6 and 1.8 fold, respectively, above controls, while FSH was not affected by the treatment with CA. The absence of an inhibitory action of CA on the testis could be explained through an increase in LH stimulation, thus suggesting that in the golden hamster CA is devoid of progestagenic partial effects.